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Theory Development and Evaluation
	The art of developing theories is formalized in sciences and social sciences. Scholars are looking for ways to understand predict the behavior of human beings as a way of developing theories (Redmond, 2015). Theories are developed to explain or predict the occurrence of a given phenomenon. Theories are also developed in order to fulfill a need in the world. Theory development involves three distinct processes that include theory synthesis, theory derivation, and theory analysis. Theory synthesis consists of the process of transforming practice-related study about phenomena of interest into an integrated concept. Theory synthesis consists of the process of specifying focal concepts, reviewing the literature to identify factors related to focal concepts, and then organizing the concepts and statements into an efficient and well-integrated representation of the phenomena. 
	The next process is theory derivation, which involves the use of analogies to acquire explanations and predictions about a given phenomenon. This process requires the imagination and creativity of the theorist to enhance effective modifications in the content. To develop a theory, theorists often rely on observations that have been published by other people. The published observation is then reviewed, criticized, integrated, and meld with the theorist’s thoughts and reflections (Donaldson & Leeuw, 2015). Theorists usually provide various reviews of studies to indicate how previous studies support the theories being established. When developing a theory, a theorist can also revise a previous theory as a foundation of the new theory. This enables the theorist to integrate new ideas, discoveries, and applications with the previous concepts.
	The theorist goes ahead to confirm the aspects of the concept they are developing. In case they are developing the theory using a previous theory, the theorists are required to modify the theory by coming up with new variables to acquire better and more established findings. The development of a theory may also require additional studies other than depending on mere previous studies. Additional research is required to respond to a question. The subsequent results of additional research contribute to additions to the theory (Donaldson & Leeuw, 2015). The researcher makes vital observations from the additional research. These observations are added to the concept being developed. Therefore, true theory derivation requires some improvement in the structure or content developed. Theory derivation is the best way to develop an effect on rapid theory development in a given topic.
	The last process in theory development is theory evaluation. Theory evaluation refers to the systematic assessment of the theory for generality, usefulness, logical adequacy, parsimony, meaning, and testability. Theory evaluation involves keenly understanding and analysis of the theory. The researcher should examine the usefulness of the theory in explaining a phenomenon in a better way and make better predictions. The researcher should examine the usefulness of the theory by assessing if the theory provides new insights into a phenomenon. To measure the logical adequacy of the theory, the theorist needs to examine if the theory makes sense and agreed upon by scientists (Redmond, 2015). The theorist also needs to examine if the developed theory is meaningful by assessing the identified concepts, relationships, and empirical support for the concepts. The concepts ought to be supported by reliable evidence and supporting statements. Theory evaluation is thus an essential process in theory development that also pronounces the validity of the theory. 
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